C.H.I.M.P.S.  Articles of Organization

I.   Name
Children’s Health International Medical Project of Seattle (C.H.I.M.P.S.)

II.
Indentification
C.H.I.M.P.S. is an organization of health care professionals and trainees, mostly but not exclusively residing in the greater Seattle area.  C.H.I.M.P.S. is a public charity.
III.  Mission
To ethically address underlying health issues and to provide sustainable public health interventions and medical assistance for underserved communities in developing countries.

IV.  Membership
Members include, but are not limited to, practicing primary care practitioners such as pediatricians, internal medicine physicians, and family medicine physicians; resident physician trainees in pediatrics, internal medicine, and family medicine; medical students; and allied health professionals such as nurses, dentists, physical therapists, and health educators.  All members will be volunteers, and not paid for their activities as part of C.H.I.M.P.S.  See Bylaws for details.
V.
Purpose
This organization is organized exclusively for charitable, religious, educational, and scientific purposes under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code.
C.H.I.M.P.S. is established to engage in these charitable activities:
a.  Collaborate with communities in developing countries to improve the health of community members through provision of medical services (independent of any hospital), public health education, assessment of community health needs and requested improvements, and ongoing evaluation of collaborative activities. 

b.  Maintain mutually beneficial efforts that are appropriate to the communities’ levels of health care infrastructure.
c.  Coordinate activities through affiliations with other similar organizations, as well as local health care and charitable organizations in the same countries, in order to efficiently support and accomplish health improvements.
d.  Educate local, national, and international organizations and about the health status, health care needs, and health improvement efforts in these communities.

e.  Foster sustainability of activities, so that these communities can maintain long-term improvements in health.

VI.
Support
C.H.I.M.P.S. will raise funds to be used exclusively for the charitable activities described above.  Support will primarily come from donations by the general public, and secondarily from other charitable organizations.  Funds will not be used to pay compensation of any kind to members, or to engage in lobbying or any other political activity or campaign.

VII. Assets
All organizational assets will be dedicated to the charitable activities listed above.  They will not be used for the benefit of C.H.I.M.P.S. members or officers, or distributed to them or their families.
Organizational activities in the communities involved, and medical services provided, will not be used in any way to raise funds for the organization.  

VIII.  Dissolution
Upon dissolution of this organization, assets shall be distributed for one or more exempt purposes within the meaning of section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or shall be distributed to the federal government, or to a state or local government, or for a public purpose.
This may include the support of affiliated charitable organizations and the communities’ health improvement work.  
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